
Background 
Under current law, municipalities may only utilize a mail-only ballot for a single race or one ballot 
question. Utilizing an all-mail ballot for all municipal elections and ballot questions would allow 
municipalities to maintain independent elections in odd-numbered years while modernizing the 
system. Evidence from Oregon, Washington and Colorado demonstrates increased voter turnout, 
convenience and satisfaction with this voting method.  
 
The BDR language being sought would change NRS to allow incorporated cities to use an all-mail 
ballot in municipal primary and municipal general elections (i.e. those held in odd years).  
 
This bill would be sponsored on behalf of the Nevada Municipal Clerk’s Association. 
  

Proposed Change for: 
 incorporated charted cities only  

 odd-year municipal elections only  
 
NRS 293C.112 Governing body authorized to conduct city election by mail under certain 
circumstances. 
 
1.  The governing body of a city may conduct a city election in which all ballots must be cast by mail 
if: 
      (a) The election is a special election; or 
      (b) The election is a primary city election or general city election in which the ballot includes only: 
             (1) Offices and ballot questions that may be voted on by the registered voters of only one 

ward; or 
             (2) One office or ballot question. 
 
2. The governing body of an incorporated chartered city may conduct any city election in the 

odd-year in which all ballots must be cast by mail.  
 
[2.] 3. The provisions of NRS 293C.265 to 293C.302, inclusive, 293C.305 to 293C.340, inclusive, and 

293C.355 to 293C.361, inclusive, do not apply to an election conducted pursuant to this section. 
 
[3.] 4. For the purposes of an election conducted pursuant to this section, each precinct in the city 

shall be deemed to have been designated a mailing precinct pursuant to NRS 293C.342. 
  

Advantages 
 May increase turnout 

 As voters cast their ballots, candidates and other individuals are able to refine their contact 
lists giving campaigns a greater ability to target resources towards those who have not yet 
voted.  

 Mail ballots will be automatically issued. Voters will no longer be required to request.  


